
In May 2008, National CASA produced a Forgotten 

Children event at the foot of the Washington 

Monument in Washington, DC. Dr. Phil and Robin 

McGraw are the spokespersons for this campaign, 

and Dr. Phil has featured CASA on his show several 

times during the past year. 

The Forgotten Children event visually represented 

thousands of children entering Americaõs foster care 

system through a dramatic installation of more than 4,000 life-sized displays of children 

carrying messages and a call to action. 

In October, Tennessee CASA participated in Stand-up for Kids and placed 900 kids 

cutouts in Centennial Park across from the Tennessee Capitol.  CASA of East 

Tennessee attended the event and helped to arrange the òForgotten Kidsó cutouts on 

the mall. 

On October 30, CASA of East Tennessee  sponsored òVote for Kidsó on the plaza at 

the Cherokee Mills building in Knoxville. This event highlighted the need for all voting 

citizens to question the candidates about their commitment to children and their needs. 

The Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth, the Knoxville Zoo, a Native 

American group, Helen Ross McNabb, and Kids on the Block participated in the event. 

 

Forgotten Children  

From the Desk of Carolyn Doty, Executive Director 

We are likely to have an even greater challenge this year with increased stress on families and 

fewer available charitable dollars to work with. However, we have a number of initiatives 

designed to bridge this gap.  We are determined to expand our programs, despite difficult 

economic times. In March, we will expand our program to Jefferson County and we have a 

lot of community support for this program. Special thanks to all who make our work possible. 
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In November, CASA held a workshop and a series of meetings with members 

of the local faith community to plan our Interfaith Coalition Against Child 

Abuse and Neglect. With the help of a grant from the Episcopal Diocese of 

East Tennessee, CASA has developed a manual and toolkit that are designed 

to assist the local faith community in participating in CASAõs mission. CASA is 

asking churches, synagogues, and other faith organizations to spread the word 

about our training sessions, and participate in fundraising and awareness 

events. If every church or organization were to contribute to CASAõs mission 

in some small way, we could have the potential to serve every child who 

needs a CASA volunteer. For more information about the Interfaith Coalition, 

call Carolyn Doty or Pat Crumpton at the CASA office.  

CASA has a new little miracle named Elia. We are so pleased to have Ham-

blen County Program Director, Marie Nicely, back with us full-time after a 

year of touch and go with baby Elia.  Elia is now finished with all her surger-

ies and is doing all the things a happy and healthy toddler does. Marie has 

expressed her thanks to all who supported her through this difficult time. 

She is now excited about expanding her program in Hamblen County and 

starting a CASA program in Jefferson County. 
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Spotlight on the CASA Staff:  

Marie Nicely   
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Interfaith Coalition Against Child Abuse 

Vote for Kids  
 

On October 30th, CASA of East Tennessee held the 

Vote for Kids event in Knoxville, TN with 50 Forgotten 

Children cut-outs on display.  This event was attended 

by Senator Tim Burchett and representatives from the 

offices of Senators Bob Corker and Lamar Alexander.   
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CASA of East Tennessee worked with the Tennessee CASA Association to set up 800 cut-outs in front of the State 

capital in Nashville on September 26th, the day before the presidential debate.   

Meet CASA Volunteer Pat Crumpton  

To Pat Crumpton, one of the appealing aspects of CASA is that it is a non-profit 

agency. CASA doesn't have a large staff, but there are many volunteers. To be able to 

volunteer her time and expertise is very meaningful to her. Funding is challenging, but 

she enjoys helping with fundraising. She believes that CASA is so unique because no 

one else does what CASA does. 

 

Pat says she has grown a lot in terms of learning about children and òwhat [they] go 

through in this world.ó After being accustomed to working with and having a focus on 

the elderly population, working with CASA has been a new experience for her. 

If she were to give advice or words of wisdom to a new CASA volunteer, it would be 

to really care about children and their welfare. If you have that in your heart, everything elseñall the skills 

needed to be a CASA volunteer can be learned. 

 

Pat is being modest when she says that being able to contribute just òa little small pieceó to the goal is what 

has kept her going with CASA. In fact, Pat has been a full-time volunteer for over a year. She says she is happy 

to be a part of the recent progress CASA has made. 


